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Find your own workplace

PROGR AMME INTRODUCTION

A year of note!
A gap year programme where you

learn + work

You have finished matric and would like to get to know a bit of the real world?
HCi Gap Time offers customised gap programmes in various disciplines. Built
on the learn + work principle, the facilitator-lead correspondence courses are
combined with practical work experience. After successful completion you will
qualify for a National Certificate.
HCi (Human Capital Investments) specialises in skills development and is
passionate about developing people. The HCi Gap Time programme is created
for young people who would like to experience first-hand what it means to
work in a certain field, while at the same time learning the theory through an
accredited qualification.

Choose a

field of study

HCI Gap Time offers a variety of courses that are useful in a number of industries and are beneficial in a
wide range of careers. From management to marketing and nature conservation, the skills learnt in this
year are a stepping stone to identify your individual interests and strengths.
You will be assigned an experienced HCi facilitator to guide and assist you in your studies.

Choose a

workplace

Based on the course you have chosen to do in your HCi Gap Time, you will be expected to gain practical
experience in a suitable workplace environment. The work must be relevant to your field of study and a
logbook has to be completed by your supervisor/mentor.
Although the courses are set up in a 12-month structure, it is possible to complete HCi Gap Time in a
shorter time frame, if all requirements are met.
HCi Gap Time students have the option to complete their practical work experience at the Elandsheim
Guest Establishments situated on a game reserve in the heart of the historical battlefields of Northern
Kwa-Zulu Natal. Students can also choose their own workplace. Alternatively a combination can also be
arranged, with 3-6 months at Elandsheim and the remaining practical time at another business.
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STUDY OPTIONS

Course overview
All the courses on offer for HCi Gap Time are recognised by the South African Qualifications Authority
(SAQA), are accredited by Sector Education Training Authorities (SETA) and are structured into the
National Qualifications Framework (NQF).
The learning outcomes are set within a relevant South African context and include realities such as
the impact of HIV/Aids in the workplace as well as applicable legislation.
Choose one of the courses listed below as basis for your HCi Gap Time experience:

SAQA Qualification ID: 83946

Management

In this course you acquire knowledge and skills needed in junior management
positions within the South African context. Some of the themes of the study include:
•
•
•
•
•

Supervision as a management function
Business communication
Financial management
Time management
Build and motivate a team

SAQA Qualification ID: 67464

New Venture Creation
This course leads you into the exciting world of what it takes to start a business
and become an entrepreneur.
•
•
•
•
•

Write a business plan
Manage finances
Marketing your business
Business ethics
Customer service
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STUDY OPTIONS

Course overview (cont.)
SAQA Qualification ID: 66789

Environmental Management
You will be surprised at the wide field of study included in the environmental
management course:
•
•
•
•

Biodiversity and sustainable development
Project development and systems thinking
Environmental health and safety
Water and waste management

SAQA Qualification ID: 59389

Nature Conservation:
Resource Guardianship

In a country like South Africa where National Parks and other conservancies play
a significant role in tourism and other industries, a basic understanding of nature
conservation is not only interesting, but also beneficial. Some of the themes you will
cover are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monitoring wildlife
Collection of field specimens
Navigation in a conservation area
Harvesting fauna and flaura
Conservation guardianship
Cultural heritage guardianship

SAQA Qualification ID: 67464*

Marketing

If you are interested in what it takes to promote the buying and selling of a product or
service, this course may be for you. In order to grasp that marketing is a much wider
field than only advertising and sales, you will take a look at some of the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Marketing culture and ethics
Effective communication
Marketing strategies (product positioning, target market, promotion)
Customer service and interaction
Working in teams

* Qualify for a Further Education and Training Certificate (FETC),
Marketing is not a National Certificate course
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WORK OPTION 1

The Elandsheim experience
Living at the guest farm

What better place to spend your HCi Gap Time than at the scenic Elandsheim Guest
Farm situated in northern KwaZulu-Natal. Elandsheim provides accommodation
and team building programmes for bigger groups such as schools and businesses,
but also caters for recreational guests, sporting events as well as weddings. You
will be based on the guest farm working with adjacent game farms and various
community projects in the area.

Work on site
Students will have daily chores such as feeding and checking on the various
animals at Elandsheim. Additionally there will be specific tasks, according to
your course subject. For example conservation learners will be involved in antipoaching, fence patrols, alien vegetation eradication and erosion control, while
management learners will be involved in the daily management operations of the
game farm, guest farm and guest house.
A normal working day is from 8:00 - 16:00, but for special occasions like weddings,
sporting events and school educational tours you will gain extra experience with the
various organisational aspects such as planning and execution during which your
working hours will be determined by operational requirements.
Learners will be provided accommodation, three meals per day, working and
studying space as well as access to WiFi. Besides the assigned HCi facilitator for
study purposes, you will also have a dedicated mentor that is based at Elandsheim.

www.elandsheim.co.za
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WORK OPTION 2

Your own choice of workplace
Practical work experience

A major part of the HCi Gap Time course you choose is the practical work
experience that goes with it. The Sector Education Training Authorities (SETAs)
with whom the qualifications are accredited require a 70/30% split in terms
of practical work experience and the respective theory. For this reason it is
very important to partner up with a suitable enterprise.
The possibilities are endless. From bigger corporates to small NGOs, there is
a world of experience to be gained. When both parties cooperate it is sure to
be a win-win situation.
Although the practical aspect of your HCi Gap Time can be split between
different companies, it is beneficial for both the student and the host
company to build up a working relationship over a couple of months.
Each course comes with a logbook to be filled in by your supervisor. It has
to be signed off that you have completed certain practical components and
that you can perform set tasks. For example, an Environmental Management
student must have practical experience in water and waste management,
while those who study Nature Conservation must be able to identify and
manage invasive plants.
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WORK OPTION 3

Best-of-both combo
Elandsheim +
a workplace of
your choice
With a plethora of workplace
opportunities out there, you may
want to split the practical part
of your HCi Gap Time between
different enterprises. You have the
option of spending 3-6 months at the
Elandsheim guest establishments in
rural KwaZulu-Natal and combining
that with another workplace of your
choice anywhere else in the country
(or even internationally).
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A B O U T T H E A CC R E D I TAT I O N

Gain a recognised qualification
National Certificate
Besides having a lot of fun during your HCi Gap Time and gaining valuable
experience, you will also receive a National Certificate after successful completion
of your course.
The National Certificate is a recognised qualification by the South African
Qualifications Authority (SAQA), is registered with the National Qualification
Framework (NQF) and accredited by the Sector Education Training Authority (SETA).
All results are uploaded to the National Learner Records Database (NLRD).
While the National Senior Certificate (matric) is an academic qualification, the
focus of the National Certificate is vocational with practical occupation-specific
skills to prepare the learner to enter the job market.
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SUMMARY

Gap Time benefits
Advantages of the programme
• The programme is outcome-based
• The student interacts within the working environment
• Assessment occurs at various stages and is based on the learner’s competence
• The qualification is nationally recognised and is benchmarked against international standards
• Professional experience in a relevant programme and/or career
• The ability to combine theory and practice
• Recognition of prior learning (for further studies)
• Include the qualification on your CV
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CO N TA C T D E TA I L S

Let us advise you!
Do you have a general idea which route you would like to follow?
It is OK to be unsure at this stage! Please contact our experienced team to
discuss your interests, what outcomes you expect and possible future plans.
We will share in more detail what each course entails, what you would be
learning and what practical exposure you would need.
HCi Gap Time can start at any time of the year and is not bound to an
academic calendar year.

Since every student is treated as an individual and every
package differs, please contact us so that we can discuss
the possible options.

grow@hciskills.co.za
079 792 5110
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Information correct at time of publication. Updated March 2021.
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